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1. What TVA related issues are of special concern in you area or town?
The primary issue is water supply for Whitfield County.  Flood control and power supply would
follow the primary issue.

Water supply and interbasin water transfers.  Northwest Ga., which is economically connected to
SE Tennessee needs access to some of the water supply of the Tennessee River.  Whitfield
County, GA is partially in the Tennessee drainage area and needs to be allowed to pull some of
the water from the Tennessee River for use.

Quality is a necessary ingredient for growth in the entire region.

Water

Stream water quality issues related to water quality and fish and wildlife issues

Water quality and aquatic habitat, especially in the tailwater. Upstream areas are outside TVA
control. Reservoir has limited fish cover and could use more.

Fresh water in the North GA region.

Water supply

Availability of water. Georgia is confronted with a critical shortage of water, not only for drinking,
but also for industry and agriculture. There is a growing concern in protecting our environment.
Without addressing this concern, we will find that our availability of water will be drastically
diminished.

Involved two TVA lakes marina //damaging docks built were was told to. At correct elevation
started 3 years ago.....Nickajack...inconsistent drawdown causing 20 thousand dollars
damage...wait for repair...city dock. concerned with cost and needing someone to be more
concerned of elevation. high..engineer to know where levels should be....company’s on hold
because lack of concern with elevation on each lake owns several marinas.

Power & water supply

Fish and wildlife management. Managing land development with considerable concern for aquatic
habitat impacts.  Understandably, growth is inevitable, but it is TVA's responsibility (as a major
land holder) to ensure this is conducted.  Water Quality was a major public concern in this area.
Maintaining good water quality is synonymous with maintaining a desirable ecosystem.

A healthy aquatic ecosystem that enhances fish and wildlife habitat as much as possible

Free flows on the Ocoee River to help support the region's economy.  Recreational flows are very
important to us.  The water rained down and should be allowed to flow down its natural riverbed
without paying for it.
That water belongs to all of us.

Our need is a clean water supply as we are on well water which is contaminated and so many  of
our neighbors have bad well water for which we have signed petitions of approx 1500 homes in



dire  need of clean water please please  help us most of the wells are shallow and do not have
surface filtration  through the soil this is becoming a health issue as many of our people have
been hospitalized and been  advised not be even brush their teeth in this water TVA has always
been known to be good to work with rural areas in need and we are trusting in them to come to
our rescue and help us

The water supply for this area is vital to economy growth in the north Georgia area.

The streams and reservoirs are only becoming more difficult to withdraw a quality of water for
drinking purposes. It is vital that more water be made available to more areas in North Georgia.

Public Water!

Poor management of a minimal flow schedule to maintain and improve the existing coldwater
aquatic habitat on the Hiwassee River, development of a predictable and adequate recreational
water release schedule on the Hiwassee River, We are concerned about TVA's lack of a planned
release schedule in the case of drought

Lack of consistent releases on the Hiwassee River. Environmental impact, and economic impact.
TVA seems like they are not involved with environmental issues concerning water cleanliness
and the aquatic environment. Concerned with lack of drought management plans.

Water schedule on the Hiwassee and upper Ocoee

1.  Water supply is of utmost importance to our area -- Northwest Georgia.

City water

We in the SE United States must recognize that in the world economy we are a single economic
unit in competition with other large regional economic units and that our resources must be
appropriately shared. We recognize that TVA has a serious and significant responsibility to
manage the tremendous resource that is the Tennessee River.  We encourage a full and
complete study of the uses of that resource.  We would never want to do anything to create a
negative impact on the valuable resources in our area.  We believe that a full and complete study
will support Dalton's and others withdrawals from the Tennessee River and that the balance of all
the multiple issues involved will produce an ability to share MORE, not less, of his resource.  To
achieve the best solution for the overall good of the residents of the Tennessee Valley, we think
your conclusion will be the water from the TN river is a viable resource for all of the citizens of
Northwest Georgia.

Recreational releases on the rivers, particularly the Hiwassee and the Ocoee. The Ocoee
releases are on a published schedule but the Hiwassee, probably the premier whitewater training
river in the southeast, suffers by having the release information only available the night before,
and also suffers by having the releases EXTREMELY minimal sometimes. The Hiwassee, which
makes power for TVA when releasing, should be on a consistent and dependable published
release schedule.

I think power, and I also think water, since we do not have city water.  We live in Whitfield County
(the North end) and we do not have city water and we are glad that East Side is sending water to
our county in hope that this will help us get city water.  There are people in our community that
have wells that go dry.  There are elderly people that have to take their clothes to a laundry in
Dalton to wash their clothes.

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 26



2. What quality of life issues need to be addressed in your area or town?
The basic need of potable water is a priority in Whitfield County.  With TVA properly regulating its
reservoir system to provide the water capacity in conjunction with flood control purposes the
extension of potable water and fire protection can continue to again provide this most basic of
quality of life issues for our citizens.

Environmental, recreational, and educational.

TVA needs to recognize that the entire region (Southeastern U.S.) is a single economic unit and
that shared natural resources are necessary for regional development.

Water

As population increases, it is important to provide greenspace and outdoor recreational
opportunities

Better management of recreational opportunities.

Health and water quality.

Clean water and enough water asking more of control of our existing supply. Need a constant
supply...again is a level issue and is not consistent level.

We need water supplied to our area were we live were there is only well water and not enough of
it

Clean water, environmental protection, land use pre-planning.

Clean water, Recreational opportunities.  Leave some rivers hard to get to and undeveloped so
citizens can seek wilderness experiences.

We need our wells to be replaced with utility water supply

The availability of an adequate supply of water. More nuclear power plants for and adequate
supply of electricity.

Public Water, several (3) people within a 1/2 mile radius have been hospitalized from "bad" well
water (2 almost died)

Better management of the coldwater fishery  on the Hiwassee, a plan for recreational releases on
the Hiwassee, especially development of a plan for recreational weekend releases during
droughts

Better management of the cold water fishery, and a plan for recreational releases; Especially
development of a drought release plan that will give positive impact to endangered species of
plant and aquatic life. Development of a plan for drought years for maintenance of a plan for
weekend releases for recreation. Polk county depends heavily upon recreational activities and the
moneys produced. Weekends are key times to for fishermen, private and commercial boaters,
family camping, and special events concerning the
Hiwassee River.

Local economy



We need to be able to expand public water to all areas of our county because we have a problem
with wells in our area.  This is of utmost importance to both the public water system and local
government and is
being given top priority.

Clean water

While flooding and electricity needs are under control the greater Chattanooga area, which
extends into Georgia and Alabama, is primarily a recreational area and so more emphasis needs
to be put on the recreational aspects of the river system, particularly the rivers which are
generally utilized w/o benefit of motors (pollutants and noise makers) and are a more self-
sufficient lifestyle quality.

The water issue is the main thing.

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 21

3. What do you value most about the TVA River system lakes and
reservoirs?
Regulation of water supply and flood control.

Water supply, recreation, flood control, and environmental.

Water  electricity

Recreational opportunities

Water quality and recreational opportunities

Flood control and reserve water.

Patrolling on watts on Nickajack there's no police.

Flood control

The fishing opportunity it creates.

A balance between the needs of humans and wildlife.

The River systems and the recreational opportunities they offer.  Keeping large tracts of land
undeveloped and pristine.

Water supply for human consumption in the northwest Georgia area

The fact that it is under a coordinated control system. Since the system is controlled, it would
seem likely that more distribution of the water and electrical resources can be distributed to a
greater area.

Electricity, water, & flood control

Unique coldwater fishery that has been created, whitewater recreation opportunities, positive
economic impact on Polk County, Tennessee.



The beauty and environmental uniqueness of our area. Being a part of this natural habitat draws
people from local areas, the Southeast, as well as all parts of the country. Accessibility is key to
maintaining the "flow" of interest by all users. The Hiatuses is a invaluable resource for cold water
fisheries, training on the river, and enjoyed by private boaters from all over the country.

Recreation

The volume of water that is available in the Tennessee Valley and the plentiful power supply.

Electricity   need city water

I appreciate the economical electricity that is produced, and the flood control it provides, but do
think more emphasis needs to be put on the recreational aspects, particularly those on the rivers
which are no longer
freeflowing.

Right  now our electricity and hopefully in the near future WATER.

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 22

4. What do you see as threats to the Tennessee River system?
The primary threat is the overprotection of the system at the expense of individuals in great
demand of potable water.

Over development along it's route, pollution, over use putting a strain on what it can handle
without harming it.

Population growth and related environmental degradation

Unregulated development

Pollution

We are presently blessed with an adequate supply of water from the Tennessee River, but as the
demands for water continue to grow and the growing development, this supply could be greatly
diminished.  There must be restrictions put in place to strike a balance between the availability of
water and to protect the environment.

The inconsideration of power boats that have no wake zones such as Chattanooga has no law to
prohibit boats.  should upgrade act or law.

People who take the river for granted

Un-managed land development.

Impacts to fish and wildlife due to non-natural flow regimes.  These alterations often cause
repercussions such as lowered dissolved oxygen, increased sedimentation, and barriers to
movement.  Flows that most closely mimic natural fluctuations in rate of change, duration, etc.
would be most favorable :)

Pollution by many sources all connected to human development.  Do not develop or alter rivers.
Allow natural wetlands to remain to address flood control and discontinue channelizing and



damming rivers unless the real benefits outweigh the negative effects taking environmental
concerns fully into account.

Terrorist and pollution.

Pollution, terrorism, EPA

Lax environmental regulations, concentration of TVA on their profitability and not the greater
regional economic impact, ranking lake recreation higher than river recreation (they should be
equal). The strange situation of TVA -- not quite public, not quite private, and not subject to the
same regulations as other agencies (i.e., the Federal Power Act, the Electric Consumers
Protection Act).

Environmental concerns with aquatic life, misuse of water sheds, and misrepresentation of TVA's
real concerns. TVA seems to be more concerned with Electricity Production and Flood Control
without concerns of the environmental impact of the community and business in the surrounding
area.

Over development

Pollution, lack of water conservation measures in some areas during periods of drought, lack of
sediment control.

Pollution

Lack of consistent water flow on the streams that are actually the headwaters of the Tennessee
lead to siltation and lower water quality and river inhabitant problems. I also consider privatization
to be a major
concern to the TVA as managers of the Tennessee River system; however, if the releases on the
Ocoee and Hiwassee are not managed in a more equitable way for river users (apparently lake
users have been given priority and they tend to be the greater polluters) then I would have to say
that I'd support efforts to privatize the utility and make it accountable just as other private utilities.
Therefore it would behoove TVA to be more proactive in providing recreational releases.

Pollution

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 20

5. What (if anything) do you like about how TVA manages the Water
system?
TVA provides excellent flood control and power generation services.

One manager from one end of the river to the other.

Concern over the water quality of released water such as the oxygen injection system at Blue
Ridge Reservoir

Maintaining minimum flows and oxygen injection to waters entering the tailwater.

Too governmental.

I am impressed with TVA's management of the water system. Without the management controls
that are in place, the water supply could be put in jeopardy



There very accommodating but no one can put down any decision and get a lot of people saying
no on issues they are very concerned about..

TVA does a good job on this

TVA has provided free recreational releases on the Ocoee River in the past but threaten to begin
charging large sums to release water that belongs to all US citizens, and belongs in the
RIVERBED. I believe they strive to keep our waters clean but need to be more proactive
concerning long-term problems and aggressively cleaning up already polluted waters.

Their compassion to share water with people in need in northwest Georgia

Taking our input as concerned public citizens. The privilege to enjoy some form of recreation on
lakes and streams.

Maintains a good balance between flood control & recreational water levels

Last summer TVA put forth more effort than ever before to develop a downstream recreational
release plan on the Hiwassee River and to guarantee certain hours of release.

TVA helped with an environmental issue faced in the year passed. After a couple of problems
with lack of releases, the water temperatures reached critical levels. TVA agreed to release on a
guaranteed schedule. The wildlife and natural aquatic surrounding were saved.

Flowing rivers

Plentiful recreation opportunities.  Sufficient flood control and land/shoreline management.

Everything managed well

I appreciate that TVA works with the dams to provide economical electricity and flood control in
the Valley.

I think they do a good job, I just wish we had some.

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 19

6. How could TVA improve its management of the system of lakes &
reservoirs?
Better balance maximum capacity of drinking water with flood control.

Get involved in the areas above the reservoir

Stop the wasteful spending.

Get people that have field experience instead of the college degree that do not have hands on
experience.  have to many representatives need a hands on person to deal with not someone
different every single time.

Build more reservoirs to supply water to the people just like with power



Work more closely with the local fish and wildlife agency.  There needs to be a better exchange of
in formation between the two.

Educate the public about their natural resources.  Generating support for your actions requires
the public understand the reasoning behind what is done.

While you have made many water quality improvements in the recent past, improvements on flow
regimes that directly impact imperiled aquatic species populations could be targeted and
improved.

Free recreational releases on the Ocoee River.

We think they are doing a good job

Expand the area of supply. Look into the areas that have recently flooded to see if anything could
be
done to prevent a future occurrence.

Clean up bank pollution, manage fisheries better

Take downstream river recreation more seriously.  Develop a predictable and adequate
recreational water release schedule on the Hiwassee, improve the coldwater fishery habitat on
the Hiwassee, develop an acceptable planned alternative for water release (both minimal flow
and recreational releases) to be put into action during droughts or low water seasons.

Have environmental impact studies on both the Upper and Lower Hiwassee. Have minimal
release flows all day long everyday planned, which would help with management of reservoir
levels above the dams. When the Ocoee is releasing for recreation use, TVA loses revenue.
When the Hiwassee releases, energy is generated, which offsets the Ocoee release loss.

Give downstream recreation some consideration not just power and lake users hold higher lake
levels during drought--as in the last 4 years

Better erosion control and better forest management

Everything managed well

Again, providing more consistent and dependable and published releases on the rivers can only
help in its management. The flora and fauna require water for sustenance. God made the rivers;
TVA should be helping to maintain them as rivers even as it uses the lakes and reservoirs for
power production and flood control.

What I have seen, it is fine.

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 18

7. Which of TVA's Public Benefits DOES TVA manage as the highest
priority?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Electricity Production                                              16
  2. Protecting the Natural Environment                                   1



  3. Flood Control                                                        1
  4. Water Supply                                                         1
  5. Providing Recreation                                                 0
  6. Commercial Navigation                                                0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 20

8. What Public Benefits are NOT on the list, that should be?
Regional economic competitiveness is not considered.

Shared resources for regional economic benefit.

Selling water out of region

Supplying water to the region

Increasing the available water supply.
Increasing the water distribution system.

More public education RE what TVA does

Downstream recreation, stream management

Downstream recreation and stream management are two concerns that should be on the list.

Economic development

BALANCING the public benefits

Water for your friendly Northeast neighbors who have TVA power and bad water.

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 12

9. Which of TVA's Public Benefits SHOULD be managed as the highest
priority

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Water Supply                                                         8
  2. Protecting the Natural Environment                                   6
  3. Flood Control                                                        3
  4. Providing Recreation                                                 2
  5. Electricity Production                                               0
  6. Commercial Navigation                                                0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 21



10. Which of the 6 TVA Public Benefits SHOULD be SECOND highest
priority?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Electricity Production                                               8
  2. Protecting the Natural Environment                                   3
  3. Flood Control                                                        3
  4. Providing Recreation                                                 2
  5. Water Supply                                                         1
  6. Commercial Navigation                                                0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 18

11. Which of the 6 TVA Public Benefits SHOULD be the LOWEST priority?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Commercial Navigation                                                7
  2. Providing Recreation                                                 6
  3. Flood Control                                                        1
  4. Water Supply                                                         1
  5. Protecting the Natural Environment                                   0
  6. Electricity Production                                               0

12. Probability that population in your area will grow considerably?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Likely                                                         14
  2. Somewhat Likely                                                      3
  3. Very Unlikely                                                        1
  4. Neutral                                                              0
  5. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 20

13. Desirability of population in your area growing considerably?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Undesirable                                                          7
  2. Very Desirable                                                       6
  3. Neutral                                                              2
  4. Very Undesirable                                                     2
  5. Desirable                                                            1

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 19



14. Environmental protection will be more important than economic growth

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Somewhat Likely                                                      6
  2. Very Likely                                                          4
  3. Neutral                                                              4
  4. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    2
  5. Very Unlikely                                                        0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 17

15. Environmental protection will become more important than economic
growth

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Desirable                                                       7
  2. Desirable                                                            4
  3. Neutral                                                              3
  4. Undesirable                                                          2
  5. Very Undesirable                                                     0

16. Growth will be in cities, the undeveloped areas remain undeveloped?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Unlikely                                                        8
  2. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    5
  3. Very Likely                                                          1
  4. Somewhat Likely                                                      1
  5. Neutral                                                              0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 16

17. Growth will be in cities, the undeveloped areas remain undeveloped?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Desirable                                                       5
  2. Desirable                                                            5
  3. Undesirable                                                          2
  4. Neutral                                                              1
  5. Very Undesirable                                                     1

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 16



18. Your area will have a greater variety of businesses and industries?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Somewhat Likely                                                      7
  2. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    4
  3. Very Likely                                                          2
  4. Neutral                                                              1
  5. Very Unlikely                                                        0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 15

19. Your area will have a greater variety of businesses and industries?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Desirable                                                            5
  2. Very Desirable                                                       4
  3. Neutral                                                              2
  4. Undesirable                                                          1
  5. Very Undesirable                                                     1

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 15

20. More protection will be extended to fish & wildlife habitat in your area

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Likely                                                          6

  2. Somewhat Likely                                                      6
  3. Neutral                                                              1
  4. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    1
  5. Very Unlikely                                                        0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 16

21. More protection will be extended to fish & wildlife habitat in your area

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Desirable                                                       8
  2. Desirable                                                            4
  3. Undesirable                                                          2
  4. Neutral                                                              1
  5. Very Undesirable                                                     0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 16



22. Probability your area will have more jobs?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Somewhat Likely                                                      6
  2. Very Likely                                                          5
  3. Neutral                                                              2
  4. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    1
  5. Very Unlikely                                                        0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 15

23. Desirability of your area having more jobs?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Desirable                                                       8
  2. Desirable                                                            6
  3. Undesirable                                                          1
  4. Neutral                                                              0
  5. Very Undesirable                                                     0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 15

24.There will be stronger regulations in your area protecting environment?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Likely                                                         11
  2. Somewhat Likely                                                      3
  3. Somewhat Unlikely                                                    1
  4. Neutral                                                              0
  5. Very Unlikely                                                        0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 15

25. There will be stronger regulations in your area protecting environment?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Very Desirable                                                       8
  2. Desirable                                                            3
  3. Neutral                                                              3
  4. Undesirable                                                          1
  5. Very Undesirable                                                     0



Number of Responses Counted (n) : 15

26. Pick 6 items that represent the MOST important value of the TVA
system?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Clean Water                                                         18
  2. Flood Control                                                       11
  3. Wildlife and Fish Habitat Enhancement                               10
  4. Accessible Outdoor Recreation                                        8
  5. Environmental Education                                              7
  6. Environmental Research                                               7
  7. Affordable Electricity                                               7
  8. Habitats for Endangered Species                                      6
  9. Trash and Litter Removal                                             5
 10. Forest Land Management                                               5
 11. Recreational Facility Maintenance                                    3
 12. Shoreline Erosion Control                                            3
 13. Shoreline Development and Permitting                                 3
 14. Dam Safety                                                           2
 15. Planning for the Use/Management of TVA Land                    2
 16. Mosquito Control                                                     1
 17. Navigation Maintenance and Improvement                             1
 18. Aquatic Weed Control in Area Lakes                                   1
 19. Historic Cultural Resource Management                                0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 19

27. Pick 6 items that represent the LEAST important value of the TVA
system?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Mosquito Control                                                    13
  2. Historic Cultural Resource Management                               11
  3. Navigation Maintenance and Improvement                             11
  4. Aquatic Weed Control in Area Lakes                                   8
  5. Trash and Litter Removal                                             7
  6. Planning for the Use/Management of TVA Land                      7
  7. Shoreline Development and Permitting                                 7
  8. Environmental Education                                              5
  9. Habitats for Endangered Species                                      5
 10. Wildlife and Fish Habitat Enhancement                                4
 11. Environmental Research                                               4
 12. Forest Land Management                                               4
 13. Shoreline Erosion Control                                            3
 14. Recreational Facility Maintenance                                    2
 15. Accessible Outdoor Recreation                                        2
 16. Dam Safety                                                           1



 17. Affordable Electricity                                               1
 18. Clean Water                                                          0
 19. Flood Control                                                        0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 19

28. Please enter the county or counties each of you live in.
Whitfield County
Whitfield County, GA
Whitfield

Gordon County Georgia

Fannin

Whitfield
Catoosa

Whitfield

Roane
Hamilton

Whitfield

Floyd

Cobb County GA

Whitfield
Whitfield

Murray

Whitfield

Polk County, Tennessee

Hamilton County
Walker County
Polk
Warren
Dade
Rhea
Cumberland.

Polk TN

Whitfield
Murray

Whitfield
Whitfield County, Georgia



Dade

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 21

30. Please list your ZIP CODE(S) (you do not have to enter your addresses)
30720
30740
30710
30701
30560
30721
30736
30721

37854 Roane
37402 Hamilton

30710
30747
30082
30721
30721
30705
30721
30720
37369

37412
38581
30750
37350
37369

37369

30720
30721
30705

30721
30730
30710

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 21

30. Which State(s) do you (or each of you) live in?

List (By Total Chosen)                                                Total

  1. Georgia                                                             19



  2. Tennessee                                                            4
  3. Alabama                                                              0
  4. Kentucky                                                             0
  5. Mississippi                                                          0
  6. North Carolina                                                       0
  7. Virginia                                                             0

Number of Responses Counted (n) : 23

31. I believe TVA will consider my input in this planning process?

True: 88.9%
False: 11.1%
Number of Responses Counted (n) : 18


